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Alpine, and Mediterranean racial groups are distributed among a
dozen nations and cultures.
Many experiments have tested the intelligence of different
races. The I.Q.'s of whites average higher than those of Negroes
or Indians; early psychologists took this as proof of white superi-
ority. Recently questions have been raised by Klineberg, Stanley
D. Porteus, Thomas R. Garth, and others. Intelligence tests, they
point out, contain materials based on the culture and experience
of whites; the questions are not fair to test other races. Motiva-
tion also is important; if one does not exert maximum effort and
speed his score suffers. Most Indians and many Negroes are un-
accustomed to competition and speed. They are also handicapped
by poor schooling and lack of facility with language, both of
which affect intelligence test results.
Klineberg proves that so-called race differences in intelligence
decrease greatly as environments of each race become more simi-
lar. He compared I.Q.'s of New York white children and south-
ern Negroes who had migrated to New York. The Negro chil-
dren's average I.Q.'s rose in proportion to the length of time they
had been in the superior northern environment. Average Negro
intelligence never rose as high as white, but the Negro socio-
economic and educational background always is poorer than that
of whites.
Only when many individuals from two or more racial groups
. have similar environments over a period of years starting with
birth can we discover whether innate psychological differences
between races exist. Meanwhile Klineberg suggests this interpre-
tation of existing evidence: within any group individual differ-
ences in ability are determined largely by heredity; differences
between groups, however, are to be explained by.environment.
Believing that their field of psychology has now come of age,
social psychologists are making efforts to apply their findings. A
few years ago the Society for Psychological Study of Social Issues